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Japanese Knotweed 

Polygonum cuspidatum 

Origin: Japanese knotweed is native to eastern Asia 

and was first introduced into North America in the 

late 1800s. It was used as an ornamental plant on 

properties and also for erosion control due to its 

deep and interwoven root system.  

Identification / Habitat: Japanese knotweed is a 

dense growing shrub reaching heights of 10 feet 

and looks like a bamboo. The semi-woody stem is 

hollow with enlarged nodes. Leaves are alternate, 6 

in. long, 3 to 4 in. wide and broadly-ovate. Japanese 

knotweed commonly invades disturbed areas with high light, such as road sides, stream banks and shore 

lines, but can also grow in full shade conditions. 

Dispersal: Reproduction occurs both by rhizomes 

(lateral growing roots) and seeds, making this plant 

extremely hard to eradicate. The plant also 

reproduces  from cuttings. 

Problems: The stands are so dense that they shade 

out other plant species, reducing wildlife habitat for 

native species. This plant is extremely hard to 

eradicate once established, so the key it preventing 

establishment by manually removing immature 

clusters. Along river banks, the shallow root growth 

can cause unstable banks.  

Control: Manual control takes special precautions 

because any live plant part (1/2 inch or larger) may sprout. Plant parts must be disposed of properly and 

must not be allowed to enter waterways. Do not compost plant parts. Digging or pulling (uprooting) will 

eliminate a portion of the root system but not all. Pull the root crown and as much root as possible. Each 

time new sprouts are seen (look after a week and at least 20 feet from the plant) uproot them and get 

as much root as possible. This method is only feasible on very small patches. Covering with heavy 

plastics and geotextile fabrics has had some success. Cut stems to the ground surface and then cover the 

stand being sure to extend coverage at least 10 feet beyond the farthest stems. Weigh down the edges 

and monitor for sprouts. Leave cover in place for at least two growing seasons.  

Wetland Advisory: Any removal within 100 feet of wetland resource areas, including certified vernal 

pools, or within 200 feet of a perennial stream will require approval from the Norwood Conservation 

Commission. Please contact the Conservation Commission before you begin! 


